
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 2011 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

On January 21, 2012, I will have the esteemed pleasure of hosting a truly extraordinary event, 

Allegro Foundationôs third annual Ambassadorôs Ball, at my Mercedes-Benz of South Charlotte 

dealership. His Excellency Gilles Noghès, Ambassador of His Serene Highness Prince Albert II 

of Monaco, and Mrs. Ellen Noghès will be the Honorary Chairs.  

 

Allegro Foundationéa Champion for Children with Disabilities is a charity that is dear to my 

heart. Our family has been closely involved with this organization for the past seven years and 

my granddaughter even performed as a teaching assistant with Allegro at The White House. I 

am proud of Allegro in that they are truly an independent organization and are not part of the 

United Way or ASC and do not receive any government funding. They are making a huge 

difference right here in Charlotte! 

 

Allegro Foundation é a Champion for Children with Disabilities will kick off the Charlotte 

social season with the occasion that will be remembered as the premier social event of the year. 

Due to the uniqueness of this event, only sponsorships are available.  

 

Please find more information concerning the event and sponsorship levels in the pages that 

follow. Should you have any questions, please call the Allegro Foundation office at 704-364-

4063 between the hours of 9am and 5pm or 704-412-5229 after hours.  

 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Felix Sabates 
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At a Glance 
 
 
Date:  January 21, 2012 
 
Time: 6:30 pm     
 
Venue:           Felix Sabatesô Mercedes-Benz of South Charlotte 
 
Attire:                Black Tie 
 
Table/Tickets:      Dependent upon Sponsorship Level 
 
Attendance:  250 
 
Audience:  Guests by Invitation Only 

 
 

 
 
Host:  Mr. Felix Sabates, Jr.  
 Mercedes-Benz of South Charlotte 
 
Chair:  Ms. Mimi Sabates 
 
Founder/President 
Allegro Foundation:  Ms. Pat Farmer 
 
Chief Operating Officer 
Allegro Foundation:  Jane Fastje 

 
 
 

 

 



 

Honorary Ambassador of the Year 

 

Ambassador Namik Tan of the Republic of Turkey 

 

 
Ambassador Namēk Tan was appointed Ambassador of Turkey to the United States 
in February 2010. Prior to this appointment, Ambassador Tan was Deputy 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, responsible for bilateral political 
affairs and public diplomacy.  
 
He was previously Ambassador of Turkey to Israel from 2007 to 2009. 
 
Ambassador Tan joined the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1982. After working 
in the Department of Maritime Affairs, he was posted to Moscow as Second 
Secretary from 1984 to 1987. He then spent two years as First Secretary in Abu 
Dhabi. 
 
After returning to Turkey, Mr. Tan served as the Deputy Chief of Cabinet to the 
Turkish President until 1991. 
 
He was later assigned to the Turkish Embassy in Washington, where he served as 
Counselor from 1991 to 1995 and First Counselor from 1997 to 2001. Between these 
assignments, Mr. Tan served as Chief of Cabinet to the Turkish Foreign Minister. 
Upon his return to Turkey in 2001, he first served as Head of the Department for the 
Americas, and was subsequently named Head of the Information Department in 
2002. He went on to serve as the spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 
2004 to 2007.  
 
Born in 1956, Ambassador Tan holds a law degree from Ankara University. 
Ambassador Tan and his wife, Mrs. Fügen Tan, have two children. 
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Founding President 

 
Ambassadorôs Club of Allegro Foundation 

 
His Excellency Gilles Noghès 

Ambassador to H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco 
 
 

H.E. Gilles Noghès presented his credentials as the first 
Ambassador of the Prince of Monaco to the United States 
of America, to President George W. Bush at the White 
House, in Washington, D.C., on December 8, 2006. 
He is also the Permanent Representative of Monaco to the 
United Nations in New York, since July 13, 2004.   
Prior to these appointments, he was accredited from 2003 
to 2004 as Ambassador of the Principality of Monaco in 
Bern (Switzerland) and to the Principality of Liechtenstein, 
as well as Permanent Representative of Monaco to the 
United Nations Office in Geneva.   
 
For 10 years (1993-2003), H.E. Gilles Noghès served in 
Paris, as Minister-Counselor at the Embassy of Monaco to 
France. He was also Deputy Permanent Delegate to UNESCO. While in Paris, Gilles 
Noghès represented his Country to the Bureau International des Expositions (BIE), the 
intergovernmental body controlling the organization of world fairs. After chairing its 
Executive Committee, he was elected as President of the BIE in 1999 and was 
reelected in 2001. During his presidency, the city of Shanghai was chosen as the site 
for the Expo 2010.  
 
Gilles Noghès joined the administration of the Principality of Monaco in 1979 and has 
been Monacoôs Director of Tourism and Conventions from 1985 to 1993. He was First 
Secretary at the Embassy of Monaco in Bonn (Germany) from 1983 to 1985.  
 
Gilles Noghès holds a Mechanical Engineering Degree from the Federal Institute of 
Technology of Zurich (Switzerland) and an M.B.A. from INSEAD, (Fontainebleau, 
France)  
 
He is married and has one son. He was born in Monaco on March 26, 1947.  
 
Gilles Noghès speaks French, English, German and Italian. He is an Officer of the 
Order of Saint-Charles (Monaco), has received the Grand Cross of Merit (Germany) and 
the Golden Magnolia Medal from Shanghai (P.R. of China) 
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Mission of Allegro Foundation 
 
Allegro Foundation is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization that combines movement 
instruction with medical and educational expertise to create a new vehicle to teach 
children with disabilities and enhance their quality of life. The children we serve are 
individuals with mental retardation, Down syndrome, orthopedic challenges 
(wheelchairs and walkers), spina bifida, cerebral palsy, muscular dystrophy, visual 
and hearing impairments, learning disabilities, children at risk and children with 
cancer. 

Facts 

 
× There are more than 15,000 children with disabilities in the Charlotte area 

 
× Allegro currently serves over 500 children with disabilities each week 

 
× Allegro currently teaches classes at 20 locations throughout Charlotte 

 
× All Allegro classes are FREE  

 
× Allegro does not discriminate against certain types of disabilities - we accept 

children with all disabilities into our programs 
 
× Allegro has over 500 volunteers assisting in its programs 

 
× With YOUR HELP, Allegro has the potential to serve 1,200 children per week 

Accomplishments  

 
Allegro made history as the first organization for children with disabilities to 
ever perform at The White House in our nation's history. This momentous 
event transformed public perception of Allegro throughout our state, as well 
as nationally and internationally.   
 
Allegro Foundation...a Champion for Children with Disabilities is Charlotteôs 
ñbest kept secretò! Allegro has been an underdog and is emerging nationally, with 
international visibility.  Allegro has partnered with Ukrainian, Hungarian, and 
Russian governments as well as the State Department, teaching its unique 
philosophies on working with children with disabilities.   
 
It has been a great honor for Allegro to be chosen to present at the International 
Disabilities Conference/VSA, founded by Jean Kennedy Smith (sister of the late 
President, John F. Kennedy).  Allegro's work continues to be recognized nationally 
and internationally as one of the leaders in the disabilities field.  

 

Allegro Foundationéa Champion for Children with Disabilities 
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$25,000   Gold Sponsor 
 

× One table for 10 at Allegroôs 2012 Ambassadorôs Ball 

× Placement of Companyôs Premier Advertisement in the event program, Allegroôs website, 
newspapers, magazines, and televised media 

× Invitation to attend the exclusive CEO/ Crown Luncheon for top Charlotte executives held on 
Friday afternoon, January 20, 2012, hosted by His Excellency Gilles Noghès, Ambassador to His 
Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco 

× Invitation to the Ambassadorôs Feast on Friday evening, January 20, 2012 

 
 

 
$10,000   Silver Sponsor 

 
× 8 tickets to Allegroôs 2012 Ambassadorôs Ball 

× Recognition as event sponsor in various media publications 

× Placement of Company logo in the event program 

× Invitation to the Ambassadorôs Feast on Friday evening, January 20, 2012 

 
 

 
$5,000   Bronze Sponsor 

 
× 6 tickets to Allegroôs 2012 Ambassadorôs Ball 

× Recognition as event sponsor in various media publications 

× Placement of Company logo in the event program 
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Sponsorship Commitment Form 
 

Please fax this form to the Allegro office at 704-364-4041.    
 

Company/Sponsor Name (exactly as it should appear in all printed material): 
 
 ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Primary Contact (all information will be sent to this person): 
 
Name ___________________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail __________________________________________________________ 
 
Address/City/State/Zip _____________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone __________________________   Fax ________________________ 
 

Sponsorship Package (select one): 

Ä Gold Sponsor     $25,000 

Ä Silver Sponsor     $10,000 

Ä Bronze Sponsor $ 5,000 

Ä Friend Level (2 tickets) $2,000 

 

Please send your company logo to StephenD@AllegroFoundation.net. 
 

Payment Options: 
 

Ä Check enclosed (payable to Allegro Foundation, 3121 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC, 28211) 
 

Ä Visa, MasterCard, American Express, or Discover  

          #: _________________________________________________________ 

           Expiration Date: ________ / ________ 

Ä Request invoice  
 

Double the impact of your donation by including a company matching gift form! 

Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ___________  

Allegro Foundation is a 501(c)3, not for profit organization. Your donation is tax deductible as allowed by law. 

mailto:StephenD@AllegroFoundation.net


  

Allegro Foundationéa Champion for Children with Disabilities 

Board of Directors 
 

Kathy Buckley (Charlotte Living Magazine)   
Christine Conte (Luce, Toscana, Malabar Spanish Tapas, MezzaNotte, Trattoria Antica) 
Donna de Molina, Board Community Advocate 
Jane Fastje, Chief Operating Officer  
John Muller (Wachovia, A Wells Fargo Company) 
Chris Smith (Allegiance Realty Corporation) 
Larry Sprinkle (WCNC-TV) 
Stephen Walker (Brown Brothers Harriman & Co) 
Sara White (CLT Residential) 
Donnell Woolford (Retired NFL player) 
 
Pat Farmer, Founder/President 
  
 

Friends of Allegro Guild 
 

Sheila Abraham, Ph.D.  
 Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools 
Gary and Sherry Babcock 
 Carolina Golf Cars 
Greg and Geri Baker 
 Second Wind Productions  
Brian Barry 
Marie Calabro and Leo Twist 
 Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, US Airways 
Jim and Joanie Cantalupo 
 Merrill Lynch 
Augusto Conte 

Owner, Luce Ristorante, Toscana Ristorante, 
Malabar Spanish Tapas, MezzaNotte, 
Trattoria  Antica 

Jeff and Paula Conway 
 Owner, Ruthôs Chris Steakhouse 
Dom Coric, M.D. and Beth Coric 
 Chief of Neurosurgery,  
 Carolinas Medical Center 
 Carolina Neurosurgery and Spine 
Barbara Darden 
 Mercedes Benz of South Charlotte  
Alvaro de Molina 
Chip Farmer 
 SCCH Construction 
Regina Farmer  
 SCCH Realty, LLC  
 
 

John Fastje 
Mimi Fitz   
John Hosmer 
Kevin Monroe 
Lynn Muller 
Vicki Pearsall 
Greg and Shannon Roderick  

Tavern on the Tracks,  
Killingtonôs Restaurant & Pub 

Felix Sabates and Kimberly Lecompte 
 Mercedes-Benz of South Charlotte 
Clark and Anne Neilson 
Victor and Tiffany Sayegh 
 Wachovia, A Wells Fargo Company 
Dick and Julie Seidenspinner 
 The Spinnerworks Co. 
Sue Smith 
Suzie and Nick Trivisonno 
Bill and Mary Webster 
Jim and Brenda Wells 
Laura Yandle 
 Bank of America 
Phyllis Yandle 

       North Carolina Department of Transportation  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


